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PAGE 01 STATE 121704 

21 

ORIGIN AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SCA-01 PRS-01 NSC-05 SS-15 SCSE-00 
SCCT-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 
SP-02 /056 R 

DRAFTED BY: AF/P:JALINEHAN:MR 

APPROVED BY: AF/P:JALINEHAN 

AF/E:ESHIPPY 

SCA:LFORT 

S/PRS : RFUN SETF1 

WH PRESS ROOM:MVANDERHYE 

S/S:LEJOHNSON 

060917 

P 232355Z MAY 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BUJUMBURA PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL BUKAVU 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY KIGALI 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 121704 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC (SMUTS, BARBARA AND KENNETH STEVE SMITH AND 
CARRIE HUNTER 

SUBJECT: WAV: THREE KIDNAPPED AMCITS: WHITE HOUSE PRESS 
BRIEFING MAY 22 

1. FOLLOWING EXCHANGE TOOK PLACE AT WHITE HOUSE PRESS 
BRIEFING MAY 22: 

Q: WHAT WILL BE THE APPROPRIATE REACTION IN THE CASE OF 
THREE AMERICANS KIDNAPPED IN AFRICA? 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 121704 

MR. NESSEN: AS I UNDERSTAND IT, THE GOVERNMENT THERE 
HAS SAID IT WOULD DO ALL IT COULD TO FIND OUT WHERE THEY 
ARE, WHO HAS THEM, AND TO GET THEM BACK. 
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Q: WE ARE NOT DOING ANYTHING MILITARILY OVER THERE THAT 
YOU KNOW OF? 

MR. NESSEN: NO. 

Q: RON, WHAT PLANS ARE THERE, OR WHAT DO YOU KNOW OF 
WHAT THE U.S. EFFORT IS TO RECOVER THOSE THREE STUDENTS? 

MR. NESSEN: AS I TOLD JIM, EACH OF THESE IS HANDLED IN 

THE APPROPRIATE WAY. CERTAINLY, IN THE CASE OF THE MAYAGUEZ 

THERE WAS A DIPLOMATIC EFFORT MADE WHICH PRODUCED NO RE- 
SULTS AND SO THE ACTION WAS TAKEN THERE THAT WAS APPRO- 
PRIATE. 

IN THE CASE OF IRAN, THE GOVERNMENT HAS CONDEMNED THE 
EPISODE AND IS MAKING AN ALL-OUT EFFORT TO I THINK HAS 
IDENTIFIED THE ASSASSINS FROM WHAT I HEAR - AND IS OUT TO 
GET THEM. 

IN THE CASE OF TANZANIA, THE GOVERNMENT THERE ALSO HAS 
ACTED QUICKLY TO FIND OUT WHO THE KIDNAPPERS WERE AND 
WHERE THE PEOPLE ARE BEING HELD, AND TO GET THEM BACK. SO, 

I SEE NO CONFLICT IN HANDLING DIFFERENT EPISODES IN 
DIFFERENT WAYS. 

2. SUBJECT NOT RAISED DEPT PRESS BRIEFING MAY 23. KISSINGER 
UNCLASSIFIED 



« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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